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raents, a letter to the Governor General, to implore his
friendship and protection for his son.
Towards this son and successor, Asoff-ul-Dowla, the
majority in Council were as harsh as they had been
towards his father; they called upon him for prompt
payment of all the money that was claimed; and, at the
same time, declared that the treaty of alliance was dis-
solved by the death of the old Nabob.
Mr. Middleton had been succeeded at the Court of
Oude, by Mr. Bristow, whom Mr. Macaulay rightly calls
"a creature of their own " and of whom it may well be
said, that he took his orders from, and acted entirely in
the   spirit  of  Mr.  Francis,  General  Clavering,  and
Colonel   Monson.      Mr.  Bristow  extorted from  the
young, weak, and terrified Nabob, a new treaty, which
contained,  as   an essential article,  an  incomparably
more questionable arrangement than Hastings's subsidy
for the expulsion of the turbulent Rohillas, and the
annexation of their territory to that of Oude.      By this
treaty, the Company guaranteed to Asoff-ul-Dowla the
possession of Corah and Allahabad;  but the Nabob in
return, ceded to the Company the dominion of Cheyte
Sing, Rajah of Benares, which was not his to cede, and
which Hastings had solemnly secured to the Rajah by
a former treaty.
The revenue of Cheyte Sing's territory, thus alien-
ated, was estimated at 22,000,000 rupees; but, as this
took nothing out of the revenue of the young Nabob
of Oude, he was bound, in the same treaty, to discharge
all his father's debts and engagements with the Com-
pany, and to increase the allowance of the Company's
troops which were stationed in his garrison, quite as
much for the security of the Company, as for his own.
Mr. Hastings indignantly refused to sanction this
latter treaty, which, nevertheless, met the warm appro-
bation of the Court of Directors at home; who, as
usnal, looked at the money clauses, without reflect-
ing on the injustice of the conditions, or the ability
of the young Nabob to pay.
Although convinced of the elevation of Mr. Hast-
ings^ motives, in all respects, I would ^not undertake
entirely to justify those measures which were often
forced upon him by difficult circumstances and conflict-